Westbury on Trym Practice


PRESCRIBING POLICY

The practice does not have a formal prescribing policy but prescribing is generally compliant with locally agreed policies including the Bristol North PCT Austerity Formulary (version 6 Sept 2003) and the BNSSG Health Community Traffic Light System (issue 3 February 2003). 

Prescribing within specific therapeutic areas is informed by relevant National Service Frameworks (NSF) such as the NSFs for Older People, Diabetes and Coronary Heart Disease.

Locally, there is an Integrated Care Pathway for Diabetes and care pathways for HRT prescribing and use of statins in heart disease and its prevention, which the practice has adopted.

Nurses within the practice prescribe according to practice and PCT agreed Patient Group Directions (PGDs) for areas such as immunisation and child health.

The practice has an agreed system for repeat prescribing which comprises 80% of our prescribing workload. Requests from patients for repeat drugs must be made in writing and must allow 48hours for generation of the prescription. We are currently trailing a repeat dispensing system in association with our local pharmacists.
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